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A man is silhouvetted against a wall as he looks down at his cellphone outside the Clara Shortridge
Foltz Criminal Justice Center, Thursday, July 29, 2021, in Los Angeles.
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Senators push to reform pollce s cellphone fracking tools

By JASON DEAREN and GA-
RANCE BURKE

Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — Civil
rights lawyers and Demo-
cratic senators are pushing
for legislation that would
limit U.S. low enforcement
agencies' ability to buy cell-
phone tracking tools to fol-
low people's whereabouts,
including back vyears in
fime, and sometimes with-
out a search warrant.
Concerns about police use
of the tool known as "Fog
Reveal" raised in an inves-
tigation by The Associated
Press published earlier this
month also surfaced in a
Federal Trade Commis-
sion hearing three weeks
ago. Police agencies have
been using the platform to
search hundreds of billions
of records gathered from
250 million mobile devices,
and hoover up people's
geolocation data fo as-
semble so-called "patterns
of life," according to thou-
sands of pages of records
about the company.

Sold by Virginia-based Fog
Data Science LLC, Fog Re-
veal has been used since
atf least 2018 in criminal in-
vestigations ranging from
the murder of a nurse in Ar-
kansas to fracing the move-
ments of a potential partici-
pant in the Jan. 6 insurrec-
tion at the Capitol. The tool
is rarely, if ever, mentioned
in court records, something
that defense attorneys say
makes it harder for them to
properly defend their cli-
enfs in cases in which the
tfechnology was used.
"Americans are increasing-
ly aware that their privacy
is evaporating before their
eyes, and the real-world
implications can be dev-
astating. Today, compa-
nies we've all heard of as
well as companies we're
completely unaware of are
collecting troves of data
about where we go, what
we do, and who we are,"

Former police data analyst Davin Hall uses the Waze navigation app while driving through Greens-
boro, N.C., on Wednesday, June 22, 2022.

said Sen. Ed Markey, a Mas-
sachusetts Democrat.
Panelists and members of
the public who took part in
the FTC hearing also raised
concerns about how data
generated by popular
appsis used for surveillance
purposes, or "in some cas-
es, being used to infer iden-
tity and cause direct harm
to people in the real world,
in the physical world and
being repurposed for, as
was mentioned earlier, law
enforcement and national
security purposes,” said Sta-
cey Gray, a senior director
for U.S. programs for the Fu-
ture of Privacy Forum.

The FTC declined to com-
ment specifically about
Fog Reveal.

Matthew Broderick, a Fog
managing partner, told AP
that local law enforcement
was at the front lines of traf-
ficking and missing persons
cases, but often fell behind
in fechnology adopftion.
"We fill a gap for under-
funded and understaffed
departments,” he said in
an email, adding that the

company does not have
access to people's per-
sonal information, nor are
search warrants required.
The company refused to
share information about
how many police agencies
it works with.

Fog Reveal was developed
by two former high-ranking
Department of Homeland
Security officials under for-
mer President George W.
Bush. It relies on advertis-
ing identification numbers,
which Fog officials say are
culled from popular cell-
phone apps such as Waze,
Starbucks and hundreds
of others that target ads
based on a person's move-
ments and interests, ac-
cording to police emails.
That information is then sold
to companies like Fog.
Federal oversight of com-
panies like Fog is an evolv-
ing legal landscape. Last
month, the Federal Trade
Commission sued a data
broker called Kochava
that, like Fog, provides ifs
clients with advertising IDs
that authorities say can

ﬂ facebook.

Associated Press

easily be used to find where
a mobile device user lives,
which violates rules the
commission enforces. And
a bill infroduced by Sen.
Ron Wyden that is now be-
fore Congress seeks to reg-
ulate the way government
agencies can obtain data
from data brokers and oth-
er private companies, at a
time when privacy advo-
cates worry location track-
ing could be put to other
novel uses, such as keeping
tabs on people who seek
abortions in states where it
is now illegal.

‘It wasn't long ago that
it would tfake high-tech
equipment or a dedicated
group of agents to track
a person's movements
around the clock. Now,
it just takes a few thou-
sand dollars and the will-
ingness to get in bed with
shady data brokers," said
Wyden, an Oregon Demo-
crat. "It is an outrage that
data brokers are selling
detailed location data to
law enforcement agencies
around the country — in-
cluding in states that have
made personal reproduc-
tive health decisions into
serious crimes."

Because of the secrecy
surrounding Fog, there are
scant details about its use.
Most  law  enforcement
agencies won't discuss if,
raising concerns among

privacy advocates that it
violates the Fourth Amend-
ment to the U.S. Constitu-
fion, which protects against
unreasonable search and
seizure.

Advocates on both sides
of the aisle should be con-
cerned about unrestricted
government use of Fog
Reveal, said former Vir-
ginia Republican Rep. Bob
Goodlatte, who previously
served as U.S. House Judi-
ciary Chairman.

"Fog Reveal is easily de-
anonymized fracking of
Americans'  daily move-
ments and location histo-
ries. Where we go can say
a lot about who we are,
who we associate with,
and even what we believe
or how we worship," said
Goodlatte, who now works
as a senior policy advisor
to the Project for Privacy
and Surveillance Account-
ability. "The current politi-
cal climate means that this
technology could be used
against people left, right
and center. Everyone has
a stake in curbing this tech-
nology."

The New York Police De-
parfment used Fog Re-
veal at its Real Time Crime
Centferin 2018 and 2019, a
previously undisclosed rela-
fionship confirmed by pub-
lic records. A spokesperson
said in an emailed state-
ment that the NYPD used
Fog on a frial basis, "strictly
in the interest of develop-
ing leads for criminal in-
vestigations and lifesaving
operations such as missing
persons.” The department
did not say if it was success-
ful in either scenario.

Two nonprofits that have
supported privacy rights
cases in New York City said
the tool exploited consum-
ers' personal data and was
"ripe for abuse," according
fo Surveillance Technology
Oversight Project Executive
Director Albert Fox Cahn.
"The lack of any meaning-
ful regulation on the collec-
fion and sale of app data
is both a consumer and pri-
vacy crisis," Legal Aid Soci-
ety Staff Atftorney Benjamin
Burger wrote in a recent
post. "Both federal and
state governments need
to develop policies that will
protect consumer data."
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Millions of Amerlcqns will sqve on Medlcqre fees next year

WASHINGTON (AP) — For
the first time in a decade,
Americans will pay less next
year on monthly premiums
for Medicare's Part B plan,
which covers routfine doc-
tors' visits and other outpa-
fient care.

The rare 3% decrease in
monthly premiums is likely
to be coupled with a his-
torically high cost-of-living
increase in Social Security
benefits — perhaps 9% or
10% — putting hundreds
of dollars directly info the
pockets of millions of peo-
ple.

"That's something we may
never see again in the rest
of ourlives," said Mary John-
son, the Social Security and
Medicare policy analyst for
The Senior Citizens League.
"That can really be used
to pay off credit cards, to
restock pantries that have
gotten low because peo-
ple can't afford to buy as
much today as they did
a year ago and do some
long-postponed repairs o
homes and cars."

The 2023 decrease in
monthly Medicare premi-
ums comes after millions
of beneficiaries endured a
tough year of high inflation
and a dramatic increase
fo premiums this year.
Most people on Medicare
will pay $164.90 a month
for Part B coverage start-
ing next year, a savings of
$5.20..

The decrease helps to off-
set last year's $21.60 spike,
which was driven in large
part by a new Alzheimer's
drug, Aduhelm, adminis-
tered intravenously in doc-
fors' offices and infroduced
fo the market last year with
a $56,000 price tag. Medi-
care set strict limitations on
the drug's use earlier this
year and the drugmaker
has since cut the medicao-
fion's cost in half.

Medicare paid less for that
drug than it expected this
year, helping shore up re-
serves that allowed the
agency to set the Part B
premiums lower for 2023,
the Centers for Medicaid
and Medicare said in a
statement Tuesday. Other
Medicare services and
items were lower than ex-
pected, too, but Medicare
officials did not respond to

President Joe Biden walks with Bob Parant, Medicare beneficiary with Type 1 diabetes, as they
arrive to speak at an event on health care costs, in the Rose Garden of the White House, Tuesday,

Sept. 27, 2022, in Washington.

The Associated Press' ques-
tions for details on those
savings.

President Joe Biden lauded
the lower Medicare premi-
ums during a Rose Garden
speech Tuesday.

As the midterm elections
near and Biden's adminis-
fration struggles to contain
the painful side effects of
inflation, the White House
has increasingly frumpeted
its work around curtailing
health care costs.

"(To) millions of seniors and
people with  disabilities
on Medicare, that means
more money in their pock-
ets while sfill getting the
care they need," Biden
said.

Biden pointed to more
cost savings on the way for
some Medicare recipients
starting next year thanks to
the Inflation Reduction Act,
which will require Medicare
to cover the cost of rec-
ommended vaccines for
older Americans and will
cap monthly insulin copay-
ments at $35 per month.
Other provisions in the leg-
islafion, including a rule
that allows Medicare to ne-
gotiate directly with drug
companies on the price of
some medications, will take
a few years to kick in.

The billreceived no support
from congressional Repub-
licans, a talking point the
White House has frequently
pushed in speeches and
across its social media ac-

counts in recent weeks.
Republicans have a differ-
ent slant on the subject.
"Desperation is setting in
at the White House," the
Republican Natfional Com-
mittee said in response
fo Biden's speech Tues-
day. "Voters have a clear
choice in the midterms as
they know Biden and the
Democrats sent costs for
groceries soaring, created
a recession and increased
faxes."

The lower Medicare premi-
ums were announced as
66 million Americans await
the announcement of next
year's Social Security cost-
of-living increase for 2023.
Analysts  estimate that it
could be historic, roughly
between 9% and 10%. The
exact amount will be an-
nounced next month..]

Associated Press
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Maryland couple plead guilty in submarine secrets sale case

CHARLESTON, W.Va. (AP)
— A U.S. Navy nuclear en-
gineer and his wife entered
new guilty pleas Tuesday in
a case involving an alleged
plot to sell secrets about
nuclear-powered warships,
a month after their previous
plea agreements that had
called for specific sentenc-
ing guidelines were reject-
ed.

Jonathan and Diana Toe-
bbe of Annapolis, Mary-
land, pleaded guilty in fed-
eral court in Martinsburg,
West Virginia, to one felony
count each of conspiracy
to communicate restricted
data.

U.S. District Judge Gina
Groh last month rejected
the couple's initial pleas
to the same charges, say-
ing the sentencing options
were "strikingly deficient”
considering the seriousness
of the case. The couple
then immediately withdrew
their initial guilty pleas and
Groh set trial for January.
The previous sentencing
range agreed to by law-
yers for Jonathan Toebbe
had called for a potfen-
fial punishment between
roughly 12 years and 17
years in prison. Prosecu-
tors said Tuesday that such
a sentence would be one
of the most significant im-
posed in modern fimes un-
der the Atomic Energy Act
of 1954. Prosecutors also
sought three years for Di-

iy

These booking photos released Oct. 9, 2021, by the West Virginia Regional Jail and Correctional

Facility Authority show Diana Toebbe, left, and Jonathan Toebbe.

ana Toebbe.

Under the latest plea
agreement entered Tues-
day before U.S. Magistrate
Judge Robert Trumble, the
couple would each face
a maximum sentence of
life in prison and a $100,000
fine, although prosecutors
are asking for a sentence
for Diana Toebbe at the
lowest end of the guideline
range.

If the court doesn't accept
the latest agreement, the
defendants would again
have the right to withdraw

their guilty pleas.
Prosecutors said Jonathan
Toebbe, 43, abused his ac-
cess to top-secret govern-
ment information and re-
peatedly sold details about
the design elements and
performance  character-
istics of Virginia-class sub-
marines to someone he be-
lieved was a representative
of a foreign government
but who was actually an
undercover FBl agent.
Diana Toebbe, 46, who
was teaching at a private
school in Maryland at the

Associated Press

fime of the couple's ar-
rest last October, was ac-
cused of acting as a look-
out at several prearranged
"dead-drop" locations at
which memory cards con-
taining the secret informa-
fion were left behind.

The memory cards were
devices concealed in ob-
jects such as a chewing
gum wrapper and a peo-
nut butter sandwich. The
couple was arrested after
he placed a memory card
at a dead drop location in
Jefferson County, West Vir-

ginia.

None of the information
was classified as top secret
or secret, falling into a third
category considered confi-
denfial, according to previ-
ous testimony.

The FBI has said the scheme
began in April 2020, when
Jonathan Toebbe sent a
package of Navy docu-
ments to a foreign govern-
ment and wrote that he
was inferested in selling to
that country operations
manuals, performance re-
ports and other sensitive
information. He included in
the package, which had a
Pittsburgh refurn address,
instructions to his supposed
contact for how to estab-
lish a covert relationship
with him, prosecutors said.

That package was ob-
tained by the FBlin Decem-
ber 2020 through its legal
attaché office in the un-
specified foreign country.
That set off a monthslong
undercover operation in
which an agent posing as
a representative of a for-
eign counfry made con-
tact with Toebbe, ulfimate-
ly paying $100,000 in cryp-
focurrency in exchange
for the information Toebbe
was offering.

The country to which he
was looking to sell the infor-
mation has not been iden-
fified in court documents
and was not disclosed in
court..]

Pairol spots Chinese, Russian naval ships off Alaska island

A

In this photo provided by the
U.S. Coast Guard, a Coast
Guard Cutter Kimball crew-
member observes a foreign
vessel in the Bering Sea, Mon-
day, Sept. 19, 2022.
Associated Press

By MARK THIESSEN
Associated Press
ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP)
— A U.S. Coast Guard ship
on routine patrol in the
Bering Sea came across a
guided missile cruiser from
China, officials said Mon-
day.

But it furned out the cruiser
wasn't alone as it sailed
about 86 miles (138 kilome-
ters) north of Alaska's Kiska
Island, on Sept. 19.

Two other Chinese naval
ships and four Russian na-
val vessels, including a
destroyer, were spotted in
single formation, the patrol
boat, known as a cutter
called Kimball, discovered.
The Honolulu-based Kim-
ball, a 418-foot (127-me-

ter) vessel, observed as the
ships broke formation and
dispersed. A C-130 Hercu-
les provided air support for
the Kimball from the Coast
Guard station in Kodiak.
"While the formation has
operated in accordance
with internatfional rules and
norms, we will meet pres-
ence with presence to en-
sure there are no disruptions
fo U.S. interests in the mari-
fime environment around
Alaska," Rear Adm. Nathan
Moore, Seventeenth Coast
Guard District commander
said.

The Coast Guard said Op-
eration Frontier Senfinel
guidelines call for meeting
"presence with presence"
when strategic competitors

operate in and around U.S.
waters.

The Kimball will continue to
monitor the area.

The Coast Guard did not
immediately respond to
questions about the inci-
dent from The Associated
Press.

The Chinese and Russian
formation came a month
after  NATO  Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg
warned about Chinad's in-
terest in the Arctic and Rus-
sia's military buildup there.
Stoltenberg said Russia has
set up a new Arctic Com-
mand and has opened
hundreds of new and for-
mer Soviet-era Arctic mili-
tary sites, including deep-
water ports and airfields.

China has declared itself
a "near Arcftic" state and
plans to build the world's
largest icebreaker, he said.
"Beijing and Moscow have
also pledged to intensify
practical cooperation in
the Arctic. This forms part
of a deepening strategic
partnership that challenges
our values and interests,"
Stoltenberg said in a visit to
Canada's north.

This wasn't the first time
Chinese naval ships have
sailed near Alaska waters.
In September 2021, Coast
Guard cutters in the Ber-
ing Sea and North Pacific
Ocean encountered Chi-
nese ships, about 50 miles
(80 kilometers) off the Aleu-
tian Islands.[])
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In Tokyo, HCII'I’IS cqlls US- Japqn alllance a cornerstone’

By CHRIS MEGERIAN and
MARI YAMAGUCHI
Associated Press

TOKYO (AP) — U.S. Vice
President Kamala Harris
met with Japanese Prime
Minister Fumio Kishida short-
ly after arriving in Tokyo for
the state funeral of assassi-
nated former leader Shinzo
Abe.

Abe, a former prime minis-
ter who was assassinated
in July, will be honored on
Tuesday, and Harris is lead-
ing a U.S. delegation to pay
its respects.

“The alliance between Jao-
pan and the United States
is a cornerstone of what
we believe is integral to
peace, stability and pros-
perity in the Indo-Pacific re-
gion,” she said Monday at
the Akasaka Palace.
Kishida said Abe “poured
his heart and soul” info
strengthening fies between
their two countries.

“I| feel it is my duty to carry
on his aspirations,” Kishida
said.

Abe forged closer fties
with the United States at a
time of increased concern
about China’s ambitions,
and Kishida is continuing his
push for a stronger national
defense.

U.S. Vice President Kamala Harris and Japan’s Prime Minister Fumio Kishida meet at the Akasaka
Palace state guest house in Tokyo, Monday, Sept. 26, 2022.

The potential for war over
Taiwan, a self-governed
island that China claims
as part of its own territory,
has troubled Japan, which
would likely be pulled into
such a conflict.

President Joe Biden said re-
cenily that the U.S. would
send its own froops to de-
fend Taiwan if China at-
tacked.

“The president has ad-
dressed that issue. And
if it comes up, the vice
president will align with the
president,” said a senior
administration official, who
requested anonymity to
discuss a private meeting.
The official also said Har-
ris would “*make clear our
ironclad commitment fo
Japan’s security.”  More

Associated Press

than 50,000 U.S. troops are
based there.

Harris on Thursday will visit
South Korea and its Prime
Minister Han Duck-soo dur-
ing a meeting early Tues-
day said Harris will make
a trip to the Demilitarized
Zone, the border area with
North Korea that is jointly
controlled by the Amer-
ican-led United Nations

Command and North Ko-
req.

A White House official,
speaking on the condition
on anonymity, confirmed
that Harris will tour sites
at the DMZ and visit with
froops there to demon-
strate that the U.S. commit-
ment to South Korea's de-
fense is “ironclad.”

Her visit, the first by a rank-
ing U.S. official since House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi went
fo the DMZ in August, will
come the same week
North Korea test-fred a
short-range ballistic missile
in apparent response to
joint military exercises be-
tween the U.S. and Korea.

Harris will be the highest-
level American to go to the
DMLZ since former President
Donald Trump visitedin 2019
for a meeting with North
Korean leader Kim Jong
Un. Harris, who is scheduled
to spend three nights in To-
kyo, is visiting Japan at a
politically fraught moment.
Kishida's decision to hold
a state funeral for Abe, a
conservative nationalist,
has been controversial in a
country where such memo-
rials are uncommon, and
some oppose honoring him
in this way.

Kenyan lawyer in ICC case linked to new president found dead

NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — Po-
lice say a Kenyan lawyer
facing charges at the In-
ternational Criminal Court
of bribing and threaten-
ing prosecution witnesses
in a past ICC case against
Kenya's recently elected
president has been found
dead.

Paul Gicheru had pleaded
not guilty earlier this year
to all eight counts of inter-
fering with witnesses in the
case against William Ruto,
who had been charged
with involvement in vio-
lence after Kenya's 2007
election that left more than
1,000 people dead.

A police report seen by The
Associated Press said the
family of the 50-year-old
Gicheru found him uncon-
scious at his home Monday
night. “The body was found
lying on the back, clean,
casually dressed and no
saliva or blood on any

body opening,” the report
says, noting that “the de-
ceased is a known diabetic
and high blood pressure
pafient.”

The police report noted

that Gicheru’s 20-year-old
son, who told his mother
that Gicheru “had tak-
en something,” was later
found with “froth” coming
from his mouth and diffi-

Internationale

Kenyan lawyer Paul Gicheru appears before a pre-trial chamber,
via video-link from the ICC detention center, before facing
charges against him of bribing and threatening prosecution
witnesses in the case against Kenya’s recently elected President
William Ruto, which was ultimately dropped amid allegations of
witness interference, at the International Criminal Court in The
Hague, Netherlands on Nov. 6, 2020.

Associated Press

culty breathing. He was in
stable condition at a local
hospital, the report said. It
was not clear what hap-

pened.
In comments to report-
ers, family lawyer John

Khaminwa said the family
had described Gicheru as
stressed in the hours before
his death. “He was not him-
self,” Khaminwa said. The
family intends to bring in
pathologists to “look at his
infernal organs and other
things,” he said.

The Kenya Human Rights
Commission said it was
“concerned with the
shocking news of the un-
timely death” and urged a
swiff and conclusive inves-
tigation.

The charges against Ruto
and others, including previ-
ous President Uhuru Kenyat-
ta, were dropped in 2016
when the case fell apart
amid allegations of witness

interference. Ruto denied
the allegations against him.
The court’s decision to drop
the case specified that
it did "not preclude new
prosecution in the future.”
Ruto was chairing his first
Cabinet meeting on Tues-
day after being sworn in on
Sept. 13 following a narrow
election win.

ICC spokesman Fadi El Ab-
dallah said he could not
comment on Gicheru's
case but only on the pro-
cedure to be followed: “If
there is information about
the death of an accused,
a confirmation of this infor-
mation should be submit-
ted to the (trial) chamber
and then the chamber is-
sues a decision ending the
case.”

Judges are currently con-
sidering their verdicts in the
case. No date had been
set for a hearing to deliver
the judgment.(d
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Families of Mexico’s missing sfudents march on anniversary

l -

MEXICO CITY (AP) — Car-
rying photographs of their
children at their chests,
relatives of the 43 stu-
dents who disappeared
in southern Mexico in 2014
marched Monday on the
eighth anniversary of their
abductions with conflicting
senfiments.

On one hand, the govern-
ment appeared to be ad-
vancing, but on the other
they saw “internal wars” in
an administration that “suc-
cumbs to military power,”
the families said in a state-
ment at the conclusion of
the procession.

“There are a lot of contra-
dictory things,” said Clem-
ente Rodriguez, father of
one of the students from
the Ayotzinapa teach-
ers’ college who were at-
tacked by security forces
and a drug gang in the
southern state of Guerrero.
“Sometimes they give us
information, yes we're go-
ing to act, but then we slip
along the same way.”

That same way being the
lack of answers about what
really happened that night
in Iguala, Guerrero and
what ultimately happened
to the students, because
the previous administra-
fion hid the fruth and the
current has only offered
“partial advances,” Hilda

Relatives and classmates of the missing 43 Ayotzinapa college students and their supporters march
in Mexico City, Monday, Sept. 26, 2022, on the day of the anniversary of the disappearance of the
students in Iguala, Guerrero state.

Legideno, the mother of
another student, read in
the statement.

“They talk about the death
of our sons, but they don't
show us proof,” she said.
Only small, burned bone
fragments of three have
been idenfified, including
Rodriguez’'s son Christian
Alfonso. In recent weeks,
the Truth Commission cre-
ated by the current ad-

ministration, declared it
a “state crime,” because
authorities at all levels of
government were involved
in the disappearances and
cover-up. It also provided
new information confirming
the involvement of the mili-
tary. There have also been
important arrests of three
members of the army, in-
cluding the man who had
been the army command-

Associated Press

erin the area when the ab-
ductions occurred -- now a
retired general -- as well as
the then-Attorney General
JesUs Murillo Karam, ac-
cused of inventing the gov-
ernment’s original account
based on torture and ma-
nipulation of evidence.

But some charges against
dozens of other suspects
have been tossed out be-
cause of tainfed evidence.

Previously redacted details
from the Truth Commission
report were leaked to a
Mexican newspaper that
had not been shared with
the families. Spain’s El Pais
newspaper published doc-
uments showing 16 arrest
orders against other mem-
bers of the military that had
been touted by the gov-
ernment were quietly can-
celled without explanation.
All of which has outraged
the families fo the point
that they called for the res-
ignation of the current At-
torney General Alejandro
Gertz Manero.

The military’s alleged role
has become sensitive. Ale-
jandro Encinas, the head
of the Truth Commission,
said the former base com-
mander in Iguala had giv-
en the order to kill six of the
stfudents days after they
were abducted.

President Andrés Manuel
Lopez Obrador promised
earlier Monday that the
investigation would con-
tinue. The president, who
has invested more respon-
sibility in the military than
any in recent memory, also
defended the institution
saying that those arrested
would be held account-
able, but "“that does not
mean that the whole insti-
tution is responsible.”

Cuba approves same-sex marriage in unusual referendum

Seen through a fence Cuba’s Pre5|dent Mlguel Diaz Canel
walks with his wife Lis Cuesta Peraza before casting his vote
at a polling station during the new Family Code referendum in
Havana, Cuba, Sunday, Sept. 25, 2022.

By CRISTIANA MESQUITA
Associated Press

HAVANA (AP) — Cubans
have approved a sweep-
ing “family law"” code that
will allow same-sex couples
tfo marry and adopt as well

Associated Press

as redefining rights for chil-
dren and grandparents, of-
ficials said Monday, though
opposition in the national
referendum was unusually
sfrong on the Communist
Party-governed island.

The measure which con-
tains more than 400 articles
was approved by 66.9% to
33.1%, the president of the
Natfional Electoral Coun-
cil, Alina Balseiro Gutiérrez,
told official news mediq,
though returns from a few
places remained to be
counted.The reforms had
met unusually strong open
resistance from the growing
evangelical movement in
Cuba and many other Cu-
bans despite an extensive
government campaign in
favor of the measure, in-
cluding thousands of infor-
mative meetings across the
country and extensive me-
dia coverage backing if.

Cuban elections in which
no party other than the
Communist is allowed rou-
tinely produce victory mar-
gins of more than 90% as

did a referendum on a ma-
jor constitutional reform in
2019.

The code allows surrogate
pregnancies, broader
rights for grandparents in
regard to grandchildren,
protection of the elderly
and measures against gen-
der violence.

President Miguel Diaz-Cao-
nel, who has promoted the
law acknowledged ques-
fions about the measure as
he voted on Sunday.

“Most of our people will
vote in favor of the code,
but it still has issues that our
society as a whole does not
understand,” he said.

On Monday, he celebrat-
ed approval of the meao-
sure, tweeting “Love is now
the law.”

Passage "is to pay a debt
tfo various generatfion of

Cubans whose domestic
plans had been waiting
years for this law,” he add-
ed. "As of foday, we will be
a better nation.”

The measure had been ap-
proved by Cuba’s Parlia-
ment, the National Assem-
bly, after years of debate
about such reforms.

A major supporter of the
measure was Mariela Cas-
tfro, director of the National
Center for Sex Education, a
promoter of rights for same-
sex couples, daughter of
former President Raul Cas-
fro and niece of his brother
Fidel.

But there is a strong strain
of social conservatism in
Cuba and several religious
leaders have expressed
concern or opposition fo
the law., worrying it could
weaken nuclear families..
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Minister of Labor, Energy and Integration met with OFAC and

Department of Treasury in Washington
Aruba is looking for solutions to regulate the price of water and electricity

ORANJESTAD - Aruban min-
ister of Energy, Mr. Glenbert
Croes together with the
Plenipotentiary minister of
Aruba in Washington, Mrs.
Joselyn Croes held a meet-
ing with representatives of
various departments of the
American government. The
goal of these meetings was
to ask the American gov-
ernment for consideration,
understanding and support
for the request of the gov-
ernment of Aruba for FSMA/
RdA to purchase heavy fuel
oil from Venezuela.

Aruba, like the whole
world, is going through dif-
ficulty because of the en-
ergy crisis, caused by the
invasion of Ukraine by Rus-
sia. The price of oil is high,
and it means that prices of
fuel is also increasing, in-
cluding the heavy fuel oil
that FSMA/RJA (refinery of
Aruba) has to purchase to
sell to WEB Aruba NV (elec-
fricity and water produc-
tion plant), which in turns
creates a price increase
for water and electricity,
heavily affecting our com-
munity and economy.

The reason why Aruba is
approaching the United
States with the request spe-
cifically to purchase heavy
fuel oil from Venezuela is
because there are indicao-
fions that the discount that
the government of Aruba
can get on heavy fuel oil
from Venezuela is so great
that it can help bring down
the price of watfer and
electricity on the island.
This will provide relief to the
community of Aruba for the
following 30 months while
Eagle LNG is implementing
its project so that WEB can
switch to gas, according to
a press release. Once WEB
is no longer dependent on
heavy fuel oil, the price of
water and electricity will go
down permanently.

Minister Croes expressed
that the meetings in Wash-
ington were positive and
he thanked Mrs. Joselyn
Croes and her team at the
Dutch Embassy in Wash-
ington for organizing these
meetings. The preparatory
meetings began from Aru-
ba, and with the staff at the
Dutch Embassy that is sup-
porting Aruba. This made

a big difference for a small
island like Aruba, with sup-
port of the platform of the
Dutch Kingdom, having the
strength and opportunity so
that Aruba can be heard in
the United States.

Minister Glenbert Croes will
be in meetings and com-
municatfion with the Dutch
Embassy in Washington
so that, together with the
Plenipotentiary minister,

they can work on the re-
quest through diplomatic

channels. The Council of
Ministers will be informed
before the formal request
goes out to the American
government.

The government of Aruba
is aware that the need 1o
reduce the cost of water
and electricity is urgent.
For many months, ELMAR
(Electricity Company) and

"

Utilities albsorbed the price
increase for water and
electricity, pushing the
state companies in a diffi-
cult financial situation.

“The cost of life in Aruba
and the whole world is sky
high, and it is our task as a
government to do our ut-
most effort to bring down
all aspects of the cost of life
affecting our community”,
minister Croes said.

Aruban minister of Justice met with State Secretary for
Security of the Netherlands

ORANJESTAD - Yesterday
afternoon, the Aruban min-
ister of Justice and Social
Affairs, Mr. Rocco Tjon to-
gether with his colleagues,
prime minister Mrs. Evelyn
Wever-Croes and the min-

ister of Labor, Integration
and Energy, Mr. Glenbert
Croes met with the State
Secretary for Justice and
Security of the Netherlands,
Mr. Eric van der Burg. See-
ing that the subject of for-

eigners regards different
facets and falls under vari-
ous ministries, it was cho-
sen to held a meeting in this
constellation.

Among others, they dis-

cussed the subject of the
spending plan for the immi-
gration chain, the reopen-
ing of the border with Ven-
ezuela and possible future
collaborations. According
to a press release it was an
extremely positive meeting,
where they discussed the
cooperation that Aruba is
receiving from the Neth-
erlands regarding asylum,
aspects of migration and
immigration regarding our
border control.

Regarding the reopening
of the border with Venezue-
la, both the government of
Aruba and the Netherlands
are aware that the reopen-
ing will take place eventu-
ally; however, the security
of our border and security
on our island remains a
priority. In this context, the

Justice and

judicial security council is
evaluating the possible im-
pact of the reopening on
asylum and security on our
island and in general, thus
it is a topic that needs fur-
ther evaluation in order to
come with a policy plan to
execute this in due fime.

Finally, they also discussed
the subject of possible col-
laboratfion in the near fu-
fure, and here they spoke
of aspects of detention and
forensic care for detainees,
as well as receiving techni-
cal help regarding asylum.
Aside from this, they also
discussed human traffick-
ing and human smuggling,
and explained the chal-
lenges in this area in the
context of the TIP-report is-
sued by the United States.
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Over a decade in business, Aruba Living Today:
Offering the so much needed human touch

NOORD — We are in 2022. It's been a wild
ride with Covid-19 and we all are aiming for
a change of routine. We simply want to “live”
life again. “It is time for living your dream,” as
the quote says at Aruba Living Today’s office.
“We are ten plus years in business, and | am
proud to say that all our clients stuck with us.
We are no part of a big company, we keep
it small, personal, and real. Because you
are not a number, no sales target either and
certainly your name is not commission. Our
responsibility is to make your dream come
true,” says owner Randolph Arends.

From human to human

If you have decided to buy a house or rent
one for vacation in Aruba and you are look-
ing for that match, the question now is how
to click with a person that offers a personal
touch? One who pays genuine attention and
has sincere interest in what you wante This
different approach to real estate is what sets
Aruba Living Today apart, and the reason
Randolph calls himself a property mediator
instead of a real estate broker. “The personal

fouch is essential to me. | am stepping aside
of the image that real estate brokers are only
in for the commission. This image does not fit
me at all, | am in for my passion, and | can
only do this from the heart.”

One stop shopping point

Services offered by Aruba Living Today are
House and Land Sales, Rentals, Investments,
Property Management, Vacation Rental,
Mortgages, Insurances, Maintenance, As-
sist in Arrangements for Notary and Utilities,
Guiding Bureaucracy Process and Assisting
in Import of Furniture. Randolph and his busi-
ness partner Berend Prenger are a fantastic,
experienced duo, each of them specidalists in
the field. Berend is also a certified appraiser
within the Dutch Kingdom meaning he does
your appraisal report that is accepted by all
banks and he delivers within three days. “This
definitely speeds up the process of buying,”
Prenger adds.

You are welcome to meet in person
Aruba Living Today houses in an authentic

i : Uy A

Aruban house, welcoming you in a warm
ambiance that emphasizes the philosophy
of connecting. Candles, Buddha ornaments
and a homey setting form the décor for you
to sit and talk about your dream house or in-
vestment. “My goal was to do real estate in a
different way when | established this compa-
ny June 1st 2009. Not from the perspective of
only selling, but to look for the perfect match
between dream house and client. My phi-
losophy is: it will only work when all involved
are happy and connected by that personal
touch.”

Aruba Living Today caters for both local and
foreign market divided into 40 % local buy-
ers and 60 % foreign buyers. “Our customers
come from Holland, Belgium, Norway, Ger-
many, UK, Russia, Latin America, United States
and Canada. We are widely covered and
thus provable good with different cultures,
also we speak four languages.” Besides that,
Aruba Living Today is open to every budget,
they have listings for all category buyers. As a
member of the Aruban Real Estate Associa-
tion, they are listed also on the website www.
arubalisting.com within a group of 20 of the
most advanced realtors on the island. Aruba
Living Today is featured on House Hunters, so-
cial media, Aruba Living Today and of course
in Aruba Today’s newspaper.(

Aruba Living Today
Tankileendert 291, Aruba

Tel +297 587 9987

Fax +297 587 9985

Cell +297 593 9177

Mail randolph@livingtoday.aw
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Jupiter is at its closest and brightest point to our planet Earth
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Oranjestad - On Monday
the 26th of September, Ju-
piter reached its closest
point to our planet Earth
which is called; Opposi-
tion. The last time this took
place was 59 years ago.
However, the fact that we
are passed the 2éth doesn’t
mean you can no longer
see the planet; we will be
able to enjoy planet Jupiter
until the end of this year!

Jupiter reached its position
in its orbit which is called
‘Opposition.”  This means
that planet Earth will be di-
rectly between Jupiter and
the sun, with the sun mak-
ing the planet much bright-
er in our skies. At the same
fime, it will be closer to us in
general.

Normally, Jupiter is on ‘op-
position’ every 13th day of
the month. However nei-

|upiter

ther planet, being Earth
and Jupiter, orbits in a
perfect circle, reason why
every ‘opposition’ has a
different distance. The dis-
tfance between our planet
and Jupiter will vary be-
tween a shorter distance,
which was on the 26th of
September, which is 600
million kilometers and the
furthest distance of 265 mil-
lion kilometers.

Garvrmede

When and where can you see it?

The planet Jupiter will be visible all days until the end
of this year after 7pm on the eastern side of the is-
land. The best time view this planet is when it's di-
rectly position above us, which is between 10pm
and 12pm. As the days pass by, Jupiter will rise high-
er and higher in the sky.

Jupiter will be visible with binoculars or a small tele-
scope. With a small telescope you would be able
to see not only Jupiter but also Jupiters 4 moons
named the 4 Galilean moons after Galileo Galilei
discovered them, namely Callisto, Lo, Europa and
Ganymede.

For more information you can contact Space and
Nature Aruba Foundation on their facebook page.(
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Gold in Aruba'’s soil

Etnia Nativa through Island Insight shares native cultur-
al awareness educates and safeguards Aruba’s heri-
tage and encourage readers to experiment an island
keeper state of mind. Discover the true native reasons
of concern in one and every episode.

Experience more reasons to love Aruba and live out
your island adventure in an authentic revealing way.
Ourisland is a tiny tourist destination with a fragile eco-
system, covering thousands of years of history. Here is
when Etnia Nativa’s main objective comes to mind,
sharing information through education.

During this episode, we would like to share our recent
history of gold mining, where it originated and how
Aruba experienced its own gold rush -episode 28- Im-
posing constructions of massive stone structures dating
back to those days and that are currently part of the
tourist atfractions.

It was around 1824 when a boy herding his sheep in
the northern rocky part of the island discovered the first
gold rock in a place called by the locals Rooi Fluit. Not
knowing quite what it was, he showed it to his father
and he in furn showed it to an Oranjestad merchant,
who bought the rock from them for $17. Later, the
same merchant would sell the gold rock for $70.- Very
quickly the rumor went around of the discovery. This
spread among the locals and they all began to search
basically in the dry beds of the streams being the most
propitious place since it is how they also found the
gold rock in Rooi Daimari.

Daimari, Lagabai (Rooi Fluit), Wacobana, Arikok and
Hadicurari were the most important places where gold
was found. Most of it was alluvial, which came fo the
surface as native gold. When systematic research was
later infroduced, gold ore was also found in the west-
ern part of Aruba, especially in Tibushi.

In the beginning, everyone was allowed to search
for gold, the search was very primitive: clay was ftak-
en from the streams and put to dry in the sun. Then
the hardened parts were beaten into small pieces. If

Article by Etnia Nativa

WhatsApp us 592 2702 and book your Aruban experience!
Etnia Nativa is close to high rise Hotels

natfurally come free and when this hap-
pened, one knew that there were pos-
sibly smaller pieces as well. To find them,
the finely beaten clay was ground onto
a large piece of sailcloth, after which
the wind blew over the sand, leaving
behind the small pieces of gold. Anoth-
er system consisted of diluting the clay
with water in large pots, so that the gold
sank to the bottom.

This search system was allowed because
the gold was delivered to the govern-
ment and had a fixed price, however in
1854 the extraction of gold was granted
to a concessionaire.

Around that time, on the north coast
of Aruba, the Bushiribana smelter was
built and was in use for about 10 years
exploiting the gold mines from the sur-

W ik "

there was gold, the larger pieces would

rounding area. it was a very solid con-
struction, so much so that it still stands
imposingly on the north coast. Years lat-
er, another concessionaire who worked
in the search for this yellow mineral, in
the central area of the island, ordered
the construction of the Balashi foundry,
of which there are sfill boilers and ovens
as well as crumbling walls.

At the beginning of the First World War
frade whit Germany turned dificult and
to obtain the necessary materials for the
purification of the minerals whas prac-
ticaly impossible bringing the exploita-
fion of gold in Aruba to a stop, but dur-
ing the cenfury that had elapsed since
its discovery in 1824, 2,962.50 pounds of
gold were exported.

In 1946 the afttempt to resume gold
mining in a more modern way resulted
unprofitable. However, there is still gold
in the Aruban soil, although you would
have to be very lucky to find it!

If you love Aruba its origins and its cul-
tural heritage, be part of the exclusive
visitors of Etnia Nativa: a cozy museum/
home.

Etnia Nativa a private residential houses
collections of native art, archaeological
artifacts and historic furniture, while the
facilities themselves are the result of the
transformation of recycled materials.
Meet Anthony Croes, our columnist at
his home! Book your visit and live the na-
five effect! Whatsapp + 297 592 2702- or
mail: efnianativa03@gmail.com
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World Tourism Day,
A day to reflect on tourism and its impact around the world

Yesterday, Aruba celebrat-
ed World Tourism Day at the
Ballroom of the Marriott Ho-
tel, where various leaders,
stakeholders and interna-
tional experts in the tourism
sector held a meeting on
the theme selected for this
year, “Rethinking Tourism”.

Minister of Tourism and
Health, Mr. Dangui Odu-
ber was in attendance. He
pointed out that yesterday
was a special day for Aru-
ba, a moment to reflect on
the importance of tourism
for the daily life, economy,
culture, public finances,
progress and wellness of
Aruba.

For this reason, every year
the ministry of Tourism to-
gether with Aruba Tourism
Authority (ATA) celebrates
this day with the chosen
theme. This year’s theme
selected by the United Na-
tions World Tourism Organi-
zation is “Rethinking Tour-

ism”.

After the pandemic of Co-
vid-19, everyone had to
think on how to reinvent
tourism and the strategies
that will be needed to re-
cover the tourism industry,
which suffered greatly dur-
ing 2020 and 2021 because
of restrictions related to the
pandemic.

Today, after more than two
years, minister Oduber as-
sures that they are very sat-
isfied with how tourism has
recovered in Aruba, and
they project that in 2022,
Aruba will recover 100% of
fourism, despite the fact
that last January and Feb-

ruary opened very slowly
because of the Omicron
variant. However, Aruba
recovered very quickly
and currently is the sec-
ond counfry in the world
with the best fourism recov-
ery compared to the year
2019.

“For this reason we thank
our partners today, but we
also want to thank each
person working in the tour-
ism industry because they
are our greatest asset as
a country, because they
deal with our guests every
day”, he said.

Also in attendance were
students from the Hospital-
ity and Tourism unit of EPI
(Infermediate Professional
Education) and the Faculty
of Tourism at the University
of Aruba, who participated
in various discussion ses-
sions with experts in fourism,
where they shared their ex-
periences about rethinking
tourism. But for Oduber, as
he mentioned, it is impor-
tant to have a sustainable
development, that takes
flora and fauna and the
environment info consid-
eration, and to guarantee
that in the short tferm there
are jobs for the local popu-
lation and the profession-
als currently studying at EPI
and the University of Aruba,
so they can have a career
in the industry.

This week there are differ-
ent presentations and con-
ferences taking place with
a diverse group of expertfs
from Aruba and abroad.
There are different people

coming from Europe to at-
tend the Aruba Meets Eu-
rope Conference. Minister
Oduber commented that
all tour operators have an
important task to help mar-
ket Aruba in Europe to at-
tract tourists from that con-
finent. At this conference
there will be the opportu-
nity to exchange ideas and
to learn from the vision and
strategy of other countries.

Ronella Croes, CEO of
ATA, expressed that she
feels satisfied and that this
is a moment to reflect on
the pandemic of the last
couple of years and what
was achieved, “because
that fills you with a lot of
pride. Mainly on this occao-
sion, ATA puts everything
on a timeline and all those
achievements make you
look back on everything
that was done”, Croes

commented.

The day began with a re-
flection, dedicating tfime to
twoicons who laid the foun-
dation for tourism in Aruba,
namely Juancho Irausquin,
and also ATA. They spoke
about the future and what
awaits, where Croes high-
lighted the European part-
ners who were present at
the Aruba Meets Europe
Conference.

There was also a sympo-
sium called Cruise Sympo-
sium Aruba 2022, which is
an annual program, and
also took place yesterday
with the goal of working to-
gether on the quality of ex-
isting product and services
and those which can sfill
be offered to our visitors.

Tisa LaSorte, CEO of Aruba
Hotel and Tourism Associa-
fion (AHATA) was also pres-
ent at this conference, and
she explained that a lotf
of emphasis is put on the
theme of Rethinking Tour-
ism, in order fo remind ev-
eryone that it is important
fo ensure that the success
of tourism has positive ef-
fects for the entire country.
This means that it must have
positive effects on people,
that it protects nature, and
that the industry itself is sus-
tainable.

“The word sustainability
means different things. It
is sustainable in the sense

that it has a positive future,
but it is also sustainable in
the sense that we protect
our country and protect
our nature. That is the em-
phasis of this day”, La Sorte
expressed.

She also said that Aruba
has shown during and after
the pandemic that we are
a very resilient island in tour-
ism. “We have a very strong
product, people want to
come to Aruba and that
helps us. Of course this
stays in our economy, and
it is important for people
to realize that it's not only
the client working in tourism
who benefits from ftourism.
Everyone in Aruba, and
other companies that ex-
ist, are the reason why we
have a strong economy
which is productive and
creates more jobs. This is
why fourism remains impor-
tant”, she said.

Regarding challenges that
we are currently facing,
LaSorte highlighted that it
is important to ensure that
the product remains fresh
and new, because now
that the pandemic is be-
hind us, it means that other
countries are also open
again, not only Aruba. This
means that there is more
competition, and we need
to ensure that there are in-
centives to provide a high
quality product and a high
quality service.
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Hurricane lan gets nasty quickly, turbocharged by

warm water

Waves kick up under a dark sky along the shore of Batabano,

Cuba, Sept. 26, 2022.

By SETH BORENSTEIN

AP Science Writer
Hurricane lan is quickly
gaining monstrous strength
as it moves over oceans
partly heated up by cli-
mate change, just like
30 other Atlantic tropical
storms since 2017 that be-
came much more powerful
in less than a day.

As the world warms, this
turbo-charging of storms
is likely to become even
more frequent, scientists
say.

After getting 67% stronger
in less than 22 hours from
Monday to Tuesday, lan is
bearing down on Florida
as a likely Category 4 hur-
ricane that threatens to
deliver a nightmare storm-
surge to Tampa Bay.

lan's so-called rapid inten-
sification occurred after it
fraveled over Caribbean
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waters that are about 1.8
degrees Fahrenheit (1 de-
gree Celsius) warmer than
normal, largely because of
climate change. Colorado
State University hurricane
researcher Phil Klotzbach
said the warm water cre-
atfes "a lot more rocket fuel
for the storm."

While climate change
doesn't create lan and
other hurricanes, scientists
say that a warming world
means an increase in rap-
idly intensifying  storms.
Climate change also s
making stormsslower and
wetter, worsening deadly
storm surges through seao-
level rise, increasing fresh-
water flooding and ex-
panding the proportion of
monster Category 4 and 5
storms, like Fiona last week,
several studies show.

The current hurricane sea-

son had been uncharac-
teristically mild until about a
week ago because of dry
air in the Atlantic. Yet while
sforms aren't necessar-
ily more frequent, they are
getting nastier because of
global warming, experts
say.

"In terms of impacts and cli-
mate change, yes, this sea-
son could be a harbinger
of sort of what is to come,"
said University of Albany
hurricane scientist  Kristen
Corbosiero. "But it's really
hard to say that climate
change has an impact on
any one storm in ferms of
its formation or its individual
intensity."

The National Hurricane
Center defines rapidly in-
tensifying storms as those
that gain at least 35 mphin
wind speed in less than 24
hours.

Their often unpredictable
nafure can cause major
problems for coastal resi-
dents, emergency planners
and forecasters. In lan's

case, the meteorological
conditions were so obvi-
ous that forecasters were
warning about it days in
advance.ld
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Costa Linda Beach Resort
Eagle Beach

2 BR Week 33 and 34 room
#3007

2 BR Week 36 room # 4007
Pool / ocean view $ 8 K each
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands

1 BR WK # 36 Room #
2521/2523

Pool / ocean view $ 6 K each
1 BR WK 38 room # 2322
Harbor / ocean view $ 5 K
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands

1 BR WK # 35 room #2543

1 BR WK 34,35 ,36 room #
2518

Price : $ 6 K each

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Aruba Divi Phoenix

Palm beach

Studio week 37 room #832
32 weeks remain

Price :$ 6 K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Tierra Del Sol

Comunity gate

3 BR, 2 1/2 bath

Fully furnished Ocean view
With garage

Price :$ 475 K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale

Savaneta near zee rover

5 min walk to ocean and top
Restaurants

4 BR, 2 1/2 bath lease land
Fixer upper

Price : $220 K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Time - Share weeks

Wanted !

Marriott Ocean club

1 bedroom Gold Ocean view

Call :011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com
215816

215806

HEALTH

“%"

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Santa Cruz Tel. 585 8028
San Nicolas:

Centro Medico Tel. 584 5794

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002

Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

lAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

Centre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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Bam! NASA spacecraft crashes into asteroid in defense test

By MARCIA DUNN

AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.
(AP) — A NASA spacecraft
rammed an asteroid at blis-
tering speed Monday in an
unprecedented dress re-
hearsal for the day a killer
rock menaces Earth.

The galactic slam occurred
at a harmless asteroid 7
million miles (11.3 million ki-
lometers) away, with the
spacecraft named Dart
plowing info the space
rock at 14,000 mph (22,500
kph). Scientists expected
the impact to carve out a
crater, hurl streams of rocks
and dirt into space and,
most importantly, alter the
asteroid's orbit.

"We have impact!" Mission
Control's Elena Adams an-
nounced, jumping up and
down and thrusting her
arms skyward.

Telescopes around the
world and in space aimed
at the same point in the sky
to capture the spectacle.
Though the impact was
immediately obvious —
Dart's radio signal abruptly
ceased — it will take as
long as a couple of months
fo defermine how much
the asteroid's path was
changed.

The $325 million mission was
the first attempt to shift the
position of an asteroid or
any other natural object in
space.

"As far as we can tell, our
first planetary defense test
was a success,” Adams
later told a news confer-
ence, the room filling with

IMPACT

LIVE DART Cam

In this image made from a NASA livestream, the Double Asteroid Redirection Test spacecraft
crashes into an asteroid on Monday, Sept. 24, 2022.

applause. "l think Earthlings
should sleep better. Defi-
nitely, | will."

NASA Administrator Bill Nel-
son reminded people ear-
lier in the day via Twitter
that, "No, this is not a movie
plot." He added in a pre-
recorded video: "We've all
seen it on movies like "Ar-
mageddon," but the real-
life stakes are high."
Monday's target: a 525-
foot (160-meter) asteroid
named Dimorphos. If's a
moonlet of Didymos, Greek
for twin, a fast-spinning as-
teroid five times bigger that
flung off the material that
formed the junior partner.
The pair have been orbit-
ing the sun for eons without
threatening Earth, making
them ideal save-the-world
fest candidates.

Launched last November,
the vending machine-size
Dart — short for Double
Asteroid Redirection Test
— navigated to its target
using new technology de-
veloped by Johns Hopkins
University's Applied Physics
Laboratory, the spacecraft
builder and mission man-
ager.

Dart's on-board camera, a
key part of this smart navi-
gation system, caught sight
of Dimorphos barely an
hour before impact. "Woo
hoo!" exclaimed Adams, a
mission systems engineer at
Johns Hopkins.

With an image beaming
back to Earth every sec-
ond, Adams and other
ground confrollers in Laurel,
Maryland, watched with
growing excitement as Di-
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morphos loomed larger
and larger in the field of
view alongside its bigger
companion. Within  min-
utes, Dimorphos was alone
in the pictures; it looked like
a giant gray lemon, but
with boulders and rubble
on the surface. The last im-
age froze on the screen as
the radio transmission end-
ed.

Flight conftrollers cheered,
hugged one another and
exchanged high fives. Their
mission complete, the Dart
team went straight into cel-
ebration mode. There was
little sorrow over the space-
craft's demise.

"Normally, losing signal from
a spacecraft is a very bad
thing. But in this case, it was
the ideal outcome," said
NASA program scientist

Tom Statler.

Johns Hopkins scientist Car-
olyn Ernst said the space-
craft was definitely "kaput,”
with  remnants possibly in
the fresh crater or cascad-
ing into space with the as-
teroid's ejected material.
Scientistsinsisted Dart would
not shatter Dimorphos.
The spacecraft packed a
scant 1,260 pounds (570
kilograms), compared with
the asteroid's 11 billion
pounds (5 billion kilograms).
But that should be plenty to
shrink its 11-hour, 55-minute
orbit around Didymos.

The impact should pare 10
minutes off that. The an-
ticipated orbital shift of 1%
might not sound like much,
scientists noted. But they
stressed it would amount to
a significant change over
years.

"Now is when the science
starts," said NASA's Lori
Glaze, planetary science
division  director. "Now
we're going o see for real
how effective we were."
Planetary defense experts
prefer nudging a threaten-
ing asteroid or comet out
of the way, given enough
lead ftime, rather than
blowing it up and creating
multiple pieces that could
rain down on Earth.
Multiple impactors might
be needed for big space
rocks or a combination of
impactors and so-called
gravity tractors, not-yet-in-
vented devices that would
use their own gravity to
pull an asteroid into a safer
orbit.Q]

The NASA moon rocket slated for the Artemis mission to the
moon rolls back to the Vehicle Assembly Building at the Ken-
nedy Space Center Tuesday, Sept. 27, 2022, in Cape Canaveral,
Fla.
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NASA moon rocket back in hangar,
launch unlikely until Nov.

AP Aerospace Writer
NASA's moon rocket re-
furned to the safety of its
hangar Tuesday as Hurri-
cane lan approached Flor-
ida, its launch now unlikely
before mid-November.
Instead of trying to send
it on its first test flight, the
launch team moved the
322-foot (98-meter) rocket
off the pad at Kennedy
Space Center. The four-
mile  (6.4-kilometer) trip
took all night.

NASA official Jim Free said
it would be difficult to up-

grade the rocket and get it
back to the pad for an Oc-
tober launch attempt. Put-
ting in fresh batteries is par-
ficularly challenging, Free
noted, making it doubtful a
launch could be attempt-
ed before the mid-to-late
October launch period
closes. The next two-week
window would open Nov.
12.

The Space Launch System
rocket should have blasted
off a month ago, but was
delayed twice by fuel leaks
and engine issues.

Once in space, the crew
capsule atop the rocket
will aim for lunar orbit with
three test dummies, a cru-
cial dress rehearsal before
astronauts climb aboard in
2024.Thelast time acapsule
flew to the moon was dur-
ing NASA's Apollo 17 lunar
londing in 1972.SpaceX's
next astronaut flight to the
International Space Station
for NASA, meanwhile, has
been delayed at least one
day by the hurricane. Liftoff
is now no earlier than next
Tuesday.[d
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U.S. women win record 27th straight game at World Cup

By DOUG FEINBERG

AP Basketball Writer
SYDNEY (AP) There's
been a long legacy of suc-
cess for the U.S. women's
basketball team at the
World Cup.

The names change over
fime, but the results don't.
Kelsey Plum scored 20
points, Chelsea Gray add-
ed 16 and the United States
routed Bosnia and Herze-
govina 121-59 on Tuesday
to break the team record
for consecutive wins at the
World Cup.

The victory was the 27th in
a row in World Cup play
for the Americans, who
haven't lost since the 2006
semifinals against Russia.
The U.S. won 26 in a row
from 1994-2006 leading up
to that game. The Soviet
Union holds the World Cup
record with 56 straight wins
from 1959-86.

"It's kind of amazing," said
Breanna Stewart, who has
been part of the last three
World Cup teams. "Obvi-
ously, been here for some
of it, but you understand
the legends before that
who really kind of started
the streak. It goes to show
that no matter who is play-
ing on USA Basketball, we're
always trying to chase ex-
cellence.
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United States' Breanna Stewart waves to the crowd following their win over Bosnia and Herze-
govina in their game at the women's Basketball World Cup in Sydney, Ausiralia, Tuesday, Sept.

27, 2022.

"This streak doesn't mean
much right now because
we're going info the quar-
terfinals and focusing on
winning a gold medal, but
it's something to kind of
hang your hat on later."

What started with Sue Bird,
Diana Taurasi and Syl
via Fowles has now been
passed on to Stewart and
A'ja Wilson. A legacy of ex-
cellence that doesn't ap-
pear will end anytime soon.

"The players change and,
you know, there was a lot of
concern about who's next,"
U.S. coach Cheryl Reeve
said. "It was a concern
when Dawn Staley and Lisa
Leslie were playing and
who was going to be next.
Then it was Sue and (Taur-
asi) and then other great
players, too. Now with this
group they are saying, hey,
we're pretty good, too."

After going unbeaten in
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pool play again, the U.S.
hasn't lost a game prior to
the semifinals since 1983.
"We know the responsibility
when you put on this jer-
sey. There's a lot more than
yourself," Plum said. "Every-
one pufts pride to the side.
We have a common goal.
We have some amazing
players on this team."

The Americans (5-0) won
their pool games by an av-
erage of 46.2 points and

never trailed in any. They'll
face Serbia in the quarterfi-
nals Thursday. In other quar-
terfinal games, Puerto Rico
will face Canada; China
plays France and Australia
takes on Belgium.

The U.S. was coming off a
record rout of South Korea
in which the team broke
the World Cup record for
points with 145. While the
Americans didn't match
that number, they put the
game out of reach in the
first 10 minutes, going up
33-15.

The lead ballooned to 63-
31 at halffime. Bosnia and
Herzegovina put together
a small run to start the third
quarter, but the U.S. scored
the final 19 points of the pe-
riod.

Once again they used a
dominant inside perfor-
mance, outscoring Bosnia
and Herzegovina 84-28 in
the paint led by Wilson,
Stewart and Brionna Jones.
"It's a huge part of ouriden-
fity," Reeve said. "Ninety-
whatever we had yester-
day and 84 today, we just
know what we're good at
and we have players that
are really understanding
their opportunities for that."
The U.S. was missing Jewell
Loyd, who the team said
was resting.

Mickelson asks to remove name from

By DOUG FERGUSON

AP Golf Writer

Phil Mickelson, the driving
force among PGA Tour
players in the rival LIV Golf
series, and three ofher
players asked a federal
judge Tuesday fo remove
their names from the an-
fitrust lawsuit against the
PGA Tour.

Talor Gooch, Hudson Swaf-
ford and lan Poulter filed
separately to have their
names removed. That
leaves only three players —
Bryson DeChambeau, Pe-
ter Uihlein and Matt Jones
— and Saudi-funded LIV
Golf as plainfiffs in the law-
suit filed in early August.
The ftrial is not scheduled to
begin until January 2024.
Mickelson's decision was
not a surprise. He had said
two weeks ago fto Sl.com
that he no longer needed
to be involved in the law-

suit now that LIV Golf has
joined as a plaintiff.

"The only reason for me to
stay in is damages, which
| don't really want or need
anything," Mickelson said. "l
do think it's important that
the players have the right
to play when and where
they want, when and
where they qualify for. And
now that LIV is a part of it,
that will be accomplished if
and when they win."

LIV Golf already suffered
one setback in court when
U.S. District Judge Beth
Labson Freeman denied a
tfemporary restraining or-
der that sought to allow LIV
Golf players to compete
in the PGA Tour's lucrative
postseason.

Mickelson has been one of
the chief recruiters for LIV
Golf and its leader, Greg
Norman.

In an interview with Alan

Shipnuck for his biography
on Mickelson, the six-fime
major champion said he
recruited three other "top
players" for LIV Golf and
that they paid attorneys to
write the operating agree-
ment for the proposed
league.

Mickelson was among the
last  players announced
when LIV Golf and its $25
million purses began in
early June. There now have
been five events, with the
next two scheduled in Oc-
tober in Thailand and Saudi
Arabia.

LIV Golf has 12 of the top 50
in the world ranking.
Patrick Reed fell out of the
top 50 this week, in part be-
cause LIV Golf does not re-
ceive world ranking points
as its application with the
Official World Golf Ranking
board is considered, a pro-
cess that could take unfil

lawsvuit against PGA Tour
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Phil Mickelson watches the flight of his tee shot on the first hole
during the second round of the LIV Golf Invitational-Chicago
tournament Saturday, Sept. 17, 2022, in Sugar Grove, lIl.

next summer.

"The PGA Tour for the last 20
or 30 years have had all the
best players in the world.
That will never be the case
again," Mickelson said two
weeks ago. "LIV Golf is here
to stay, and this type of di-
visive talk is doing nobody
good."
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His hope was for LIV Golf
and the PGA Tour to work
together, which PGA Tour
Commissioner Jay Mo-
nahan has said is unlikely
to happen. The PGA Tour
has suspended all mem-
bers who have signed with
LIV Golf for violating tour
regulations.(d
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MLB playoff primer: Things to know as postseason nears

By DAVID BRANDT

AP Sports Writer

Major League Baseball's
postseason has a little more
heft this season.

The playoffs are rapidly ap-
proaching, with the final
regular season games set
for Oct. 5. The postseason
begins two days later with
a field of 12 teams — up
from last year's 10 — and
includes a best-of-three for-
mat for the opening wild-
card round.

An expanded postseason
could lead to some spicy
early postseason match-
ups. San Diego's newly
acquired  slugger Juan
Soto against the defend-
ing World Series champion
Bravese Ageless star Albert
Pujols and the Cardinals
against Bryce Harper, Kyle
Schwarber and the Phillies?
Both are possibilities de-
pending on results in the
season's final week.

MLB's new wild-card format
is similar to the one cur-
rently used in college base-
ball for the NCAA Super
Regional round: The three
games will be scheduled
on three consecutive days
from Oct. 7-9 at the higher
seed's field. The first team
that gets two wins advanc-
es.

After that, the playoffs will
be business as usual. The
division series will be best-
of-five, while the league
championship series and
World Series will be best-of-
seven.

Here's a litfle more infor-
mation about baseball's
bulked-up postseason:
WHAT'S NEW IN BASEBALL'S
WILD-CARD ROUND?

The best-of-three wild card
format is a change from
the sudden death one-
game format that's beenin
place since 2012.

Six feams each from the
American League and Na-
fional League will qualify
for the postseason, includ-

New York Yankees' Aaron Judge looks out before a baseball game against the Boston Red Sox
Sunday, Sept. 25, 2022, in New York.

ing the three division win-
ners in each league. The
three wild-card teams in
each league wil be the
teams with the best record
that didn't win their division.
The top two teams with
the best records in each
league will get a bye and
don't have to play in the
wild-card round. Those four
teams get a few days of
rest.

Right now, that would be
the Astros and Yankees in
the American League and
the Dodgers and Mets in
the National League.

The wild-card round will
feature four series: The No.

6 seed will play at the No. 3
seed in both the AL and NL.
The No. 5 seed will play at
the No. 4 seed.

WHY ARE THE PLAYOFFS
STARTING LATE?

October's postseason fes-
tivities will bleed into No-
vember before a champi-
on is crowned.

That's mostly because of
the sport's labor strife that
resultfed in a work stop-
page over the wintfer. It
delayed the beginning of
spring tfraining and pushed
the regular season back
about a week. Baseball
players and owners sal-
vaged the usual 162-game
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season, but to do that, they
had to move opening day
from March 31 to April 7.
Some of the games origi-
nally scheduled for the first
week of the season were
moved fto the end, mean-
ing a season that was origi-
nally scheduled to end on
Oct. 2 instead ends on Oct.
5.

Hence, a late start to the
playoffs.

WHAT HAPPENED TO BASE-
BALL TIEBREAKER GAMES?
Game No. 163 is one that
lives in baseball lore. Bucky
Dent's homer for the Yan-
keesin 1978. Maftt Holliday's
game-winning run in the

13th inning for the Rockies
in 2007.

Those days are gone.

If there's a tie for one of the
playoff spots, mathemati-
cal tiebreakers will be used
instead of an extra game.
The first will be the head-fo-
head record between the
two teams involved.

If that can't handle the
stalemate, the team with
the best intra-divisional re-
cord will win the fiebreaker.
If that doesn't work, the pro-
cess confinues with more
and more convoluted so-
lutions until a resolution is
reached.

It's unlikely fiebreakers will
be needed in the Ameri-
can League, but keep
an eye on the National
League. The Braves and
Mets are locked in a tight
race for the NL East, while
the Brewers and Phillies are
in a battle for the final NL
wild-card spot.

WHO ARE THE FAVORITES?
Great question.

The Los Angeles Dodgers
have been dominant all
season with a lineup that
includes Mookie Betts, Trea
Turner, Will Smith and Fred-
die Freeman. They could
fop 110 wins this season
during the final week.

Over in the American
League, the Houston Astros
have already topped 100
wins as well. They've got a
loaded lineup that includes
Jose Altuve, Alex Bregman
and Yordan Alvarez, along
with potential AL Cy Young
winner Justin Verlander.
New York's teams should
figure into the mix as well.
The Yankees were cruising
for much of the season —
led by star Aaron Judge's
60-homer campaign — but
have just a 30-31 record
since the All-Star break.
The Mets have one of the
league's deepest pitching
staffs, with two aces on fop
in Jacob deGrom and Max
Scherzer.]



